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How can I tell if my child’s development 

is progressing as it should? 
 

The simplest way is to compare your child 

with other children you know who are the  

same age, or ask your health care provider.  

Then, if you still are not sure, call Early 

Intervention to arrange for your child to  

have a developmental evaluation. 

 

What is Early Intervention? 
 

Early Intervention is a program sponsored  

by the Massachusetts Department of Public  

Health that helps parents to recognize and 

understand what their child’s particular 

developmental needs are, and teaches them 

techniques to help their child grow. 

 

Who is eligible for services? 
 

Children from birth to age three who either 

have a delay in their development, have  

certain risk factors or have a diagnosis. 

 

Children may also be eligible for services if 

they were premature; have feeding, vision, 

or hearing problems, are slow to sit up; stand, 

walk, talk, or do things for themselves, have 

behavior or attention difficulties, or were born 

with a disability or health condition that  

effects their development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early Intervention Services 
 

 

How does Early Intervention Help? 
 

The Early Intervention team works with the 

family.  Together they determine what type of 

developmental help would be most beneficial, 

and put together an Individual Family Service 

Plan (IFSP).  The IFSP will specify all the 

education, training, therapy, and support 

services the family will receive to best  

assist their child. 

 

What type of service does  

Early Intervention include? 
 

In addition to developmental evaluations, and 

depending on the child’s individual needs, 

services may include: 

 

Referrals 

Assessments 

Home Visits 

Toddler Groups 

Parent Education 

Parent-Child Groups 

Parent Support Groups 

Group and Individual Sessions 

 

 

The Early Intervention Team 
 

The Early Intervention team may include: 

speech therapists, physical and occupational 

therapists, family therapists, social workers, 

developmental educators, teaching assistants, 

nurses, and pediatricians. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

What are the costs? 
 

 Most services are provided at no direct cost 

to the family.  Services are paid for by the 

Massachusetts Department for Public 

Health, Massachusetts health insurance 

companies, and health maintenance 

organizations (HMOs). 
 

 

There is an annual participation fee based 

on the family size and income that is 

assessed when the Individual Family 

Services Plan (IFSP) is completed.  

 

Where can I get more information? 
 

 Call one of the Early Intervention 

Programs that serve the Town of Walpole: 

 

  Thom Neponset Valley Early Intervention  
 

101 Vanderbilt Avenue 

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 551-0405 

 
The Enable Early Intervention Program 

 

275 Prospect Street 

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 255-1817 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 


